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University Grants Commission
Bahadur Shah Zafar Marg

NewDelhi-l10 0@

F, No. UGC/DEB/2013
Dated 14.t0..2013

The Regishar/Director
Of all the Indian Universities
(Deemed, State, Ceatral Univirsities/
Institutions of National importance)

subjeot Equivalence ofDegrees awarded by open and Distance Leaming
(oDL) Institutions at par with conventional universities/ Institutions

Sir/Madam,

' There are a number of open and Distance Leaming Institutions (oDLIs) in
the country. offering Degree/ Dipioma,/certificate progto.to.r through the mode of
non forrnal education. These comprise open uniiersities, Disrice Education
Institutions (either single mode oi dual mode) of central universitiei, iJte
universities, Deemed to be universities, Instifutions of National Importance or any
other 

.lnstitution of iligher leaming recognized by centralTstate/statutory
CounciVSocieties registered under the Sooiety Registation Act 1g60.

2. A circular was earlier issued vide UGC letter Fl No- 5?2000(Cpp_$
dated May 05, 2004 (copy enclosed) mentioning that DegreeslOip)omas i
cerd-Fcatev awarded by the open universities in conformity with ihe uGC
notification of degrees be treated as equivalent to correspondin! awards of the
traditional Universities in the county.

3. Attention is also invited to UGC circular No Fl-25/93(cpp-tr) dated 2gs
July 1993_(copy enclosed) for recognition'of degrees aud diplomas-as well as
transfer of credit for courses successfirlly completed by students between the two
types of universities so that the mobility of sfudents from open university sheam
to traditional riniversitieV institutions is ensured without any difficulty.

)



4,_ 
__ The Government of India" 

.in 
.*:*T_gliE power confened under section 20(l)

of UGC Act 1956, issued directions dat'd zgfn Dicember 2012 entrusting ucc-r,vio
the iesponsibility of regulating higher education prograrrme in open ira oirtuo".
leaming (oDL) mode. consequently, universitiesT Iirtitutio.r, desirous of ;tr;;"g
any progrrmme through distance mode would require recognition of UGC.

5' As you are aware, the Government of India has envisaged a greater role for the
open and the Distance Education system, The envisioned-role iay be i"inu"a uv
recognizing 

-and 
heating the Degrees / Diplomav certificates awarded tt 

""ghdistance mode at par with the degrees obtained through the formal system ofeducation.
open and Distance Education system in the oountryls contibuting a lot in expansion
of Higher Education and.for achieving target oi cER" withoui compromiJing'on
quality. Non recognition/ non equivalence of degrees of oDL institutions foi tire
pu{pose of promotion/ employrnent an{ pursuing higher education may provet ddeterrent to many leamers aod will ultimately dcfeai the puxpose of 'oien 

ar: .1

Distance Education.

6. Accordingly, the DegreeV DiplomaV Certificates awarded .for prograrnmes
conducted by the oDL instit*tions, recopized by DEC (erstwhile) ano ilcc, in
conforrnity with ucc Notification on specification of Degrees should be tueated as
equivalent to the corresponding awards of the DegreelDiploma./Certificate of the
traditional Universities/ institutions in the countrv.

Encl: As above

Copy to:

Tel: 011 2323 0405
Email: vikramsahavT@gmail.com . i

J

l. Secretary, Govemment 
.of India, Minisby of Human Resource Developmenr,

^ Department of Higher Education, Shashi Bhawan, New Delhi_.Il0 001.2. Secretary, All Indian council for Technical Education, zd rrooi- cirundra Lok
Building, Janpatll New Delhi,

3. Secretary, Association of Indian Universities, AIU House, 16 Comrade Indrajit
Cupta Marg (Kotla Marg), New Delhi- l 10002.


